
Wardsboro Update

October 8th, 2021

News from the Principal’s Office…

We had another busy 5 day week at school with many exciting things happening in

all of the classrooms.

On Wednesday, all students had their individual school pictures taken.  We expect

to receive the photos back at school before the Thanksgiving break.

Both Mrs. Bills and Mrs. Bovat’s classes met with Ned O’Rourke from the

Wardsboro Energy Committee to learn more about the Window Dresser’s Project.

The students were able to see what a real insert looks like.  The project is still

looking for families to partner with if you are interested.

You should have received a  conference sign up form from your child’s teacher for

Parent/Teacher conferences.  These are scheduled in the afternoon of next

Tuesday, October 12th.  We will be serving lunch that day and all students,

including our three year old PreK group, will be dismissed at 11:55am.  We are

excited to share with you information about what your child has been working on

for the first six weeks of school.

Did you know that Wardsoboro is a Title I School?  Windham Central Supervisory

Union (WCSU) receives federal funding to support schools throughout our SU,

including Wardsboro Elementary School. Title I funds are used to promote

improved instruction for all students in our schools.  For example, funding is used

to provide professional development to all teachers, behavioral support for

students, to provide academics and intervention programs, and for community and

family engagement.



Jen McKusick, Director of Curriculum & Instruction, serves as the WCSU Title I

Coordinator.

A reminder that there will be no school on Monday, October 11th.  Please read the

letter attached from our Covid coordinator as a reminder of how to keep our

community safe while also celebrating the long weekend.  I hope you enjoy the

beautiful fall colors out there.

There will be no newsletter next week due to the holiday on Monday and Parent

Teacher Conferences on Tuesday.

Tammy Bates

RVUSD is looking to hire immediately:

A School Nurse for the 2021-2022 school year-

This is a part time (up to full time) per diem position split between

Dover School & Wardsboro Elementary School.

Please email letter of interest or send resume to Principal’s:

Tammy Bates: tbates@windhamcentral.org &

Matt Martyn: mmartyn@windhamcentral.org

CALENDAR:

● Saturday, October 9th-Wardsboro School Club Bake Sale

● *see School Club News for more information

● Monday, October 11th- Indigeneous Peoples’ Day -NO SCHOOL

● Tuesday, October 12th-Early Dismissal & Parent Conferences

mailto:tbates@windhamcentral.org
mailto:mmartyn@windhamcentral.org


ATTACHMENTS:

● Fall Letter from Covid Coordinator

● Wardsboro Menu

In Preschool & Kindergarten…

We were able to cash in on our golden paw winning. We enjoyed some time using all

the musical instruments in our classroom.

Now that we are through all our classroom rules and routines, days are looking a bit

different. Each day we enjoy a hands-on, project based STEAM activity. Here’s

what we did this week:

For Maker Monday this week, our challenge was to make the tallest creation using

only toothpicks and small apple chunks.

For Tinker Tuesday, we created our own personal(and very creative!!) playground

using recycled materials.

For Wonder Wednesday, we started by talking about some of the wonders we have

about Fall. This brought us outside to do a fall walk to check to see if acorns can

be found in the fall. We found that they in fact could be. We will be using our

nature findings to build a classroom nature sensory area.

For Theme Thursday, we read the story Ten Apples Up On Top by Theo Lesieg

followed by a math/art activity to go with it. To wrap up our apple theme, we

painted with apples.

For Forest Friday we enjoyed a walk in the woods along with some free time in our

forest classroom. Please be sure to check for ticks.

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:01336417-0936-46d5-868f-c78a40c725b8
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:2ebb1a8b-02be-49c4-ae8c-51b33c17515e


To help us learn our letters we will be having a “Letter of the Week”. This week we

learned about the letter Aa. For each letter of the week, we will learn to recognize

the letter, learn a keyword that goes along with each letter, letter sound and do

many hands-on activities to go along with each letter.

Kindergarteners continue to work hard during Fundations. This week they learned

about Cc and Oo.

Just a reminder that Tuesday is a half day for parent/teacher conferences. Pick

up for all students will be at 11:55 and we will all enjoy lunch together prior to pick

up.

Please be on the lookout in your email for zoom invites for parent/teacher

conferences.

Have a safe, enjoyable long weekend,

Ms. Clark

In Grades 1 & 2….

This week we learned about what it means to be a scientist. We read a Science

Spin magazine article about an entomologist named Sammy and practiced being bug

scientists ourselves! Ada Twist, Scientist by Andrea Beaty was also one of our

favorite read alouds this week! We noticed that Sammy and Ada both asked

questions, observed, tested, wondered, measured and did a lot of writing and

drawing about their ideas. We are excited to be scientists in first and second

grade too!

Second graders took their Unit 1 Test in Fundations and are moving on to glued

sounds in Unit 2. First graders are working on spelling consonant-short

vowel-consonant words and new trick words in Unit 2 of Fundations.

All students wrote a book review of one of their favorite books this week. They

also wrote about how a seed from our seed collection travels.



In Math, second graders moved on to Module 2 in the Eureka curriculum. First

graders continue to represent put-together problems with math drawings and

number bonds in Module 1. All students played math games during math menu time.

Students learned a valuable strategy to solve problems while reading the

Scholastic News article: The Playground Problem. The article talks about three

steps for what to do when you have a conflict with a friend; calm down, talk about

it and come up with a solution together. We have been using these strategies

together in class to solve conflicts.

Thank you to all first and second grade students and families for the beautiful

birthday goldfish plant!

Have a wonderful long weekend!

Ms. Pancake

In Grades 3 & 4….

It finally feels like we have been in school long enough to be getting into some good

routines!  Everyone is working hard to learn these routines and build independence

to allow me to work with small groups of students for reading and math groups.

In Math, fourth graders have continued to practice place value, reading and writing

numbers in different forms as well as comparing them. The last few days they have

been practicing rounding using vertical number t.  Third graders are learning about

multiplication and multiplication properties and practicing the different ways to

represent multiplication including repeated addition, equal groups, skip counting,

arrays, and area of a rectangle.  Soon they will be asked to learn and memorize

multiplication facts so they can solve these problems fluently.

In Literacy, students are continuing to practice building their independent work

skills and are following a daily menu to help them keep track of what needs to be

done. This menu includes "appetizer" items that they complete each day,



mandatory "main course" where they have five items to complete over the course

of the week and they can select which ones to work on each day.  Finally, there are

the "dessert" items which is a large selection of choice items practicing literacy

skills including games, a variety of reading and writing activities, handwriting and

other skill practice activities.

During the Writing Workshop we have been practicing restating prompts, and are

now adding details with transition words to responses. This week they have focused

on responding to the prompt: What do you want to be for Halloween?

Finally,  in Science we have begun our study of weather and climate.  This week

students have been learning about what causes seasons. We also had some special

visitors on a Google Meet to tell us about the Window Dresser Program, which is

connected to the Energy Committee in town.  This was the start of a project that

we will be working on to look at energy usage and ways to save energy in the school

and in the community.  Stay tuned for more information.

I look forward to meeting with you all at conferences on Tuesday.  If you haven't

scheduled a time for a conference with me, please send me an email to set up a

time to meet!

Enjoy the holiday weekend!  I hope you all enjoy the beautiful foliage with safe

outdoor activities as well as get to enjoy some time together as a family!

Valerie Bills

In Grades 5 & 6….

This week, our class has finished reading Lyddie by Kathering Paterson. The long

and arduous journey for this young Vermont girl has ended back in her hometown.

From  family separation to working in the Lowell textile mill, this story addresses

the tough times she faced from 1843-1846. It wasn't all doom and gloom, however,

as Paterson makes sure to include humor and rich language that keeps the readers

interested. I am not sure the kids all loved the ending, but that's reading for ya!



Sometimes you like the endings and sometimes you don't. Next week we will be

doing a fun report activity on the book, so watch for that and be sure to ask your

child about it.

STEAM time is definitely a hit in our classroom. Last week we used the Maker

Space cart to create gear and pulley machines. This week, a group of students

couldn't resist creating a large platform full of gears that they are desperately

trying to get to move with a motor. All of the gears will turn at once, but getting

them to turn using a small motor has them scratching their heads. Can they do it?

We shall see.

As for the Industrial Revolution, we are learning about the inventions that changed

the way textiles were made. From the development of factories/mills, systematic

manufacturing systems, power, and labor practices...this time period is chalk full of

topics. We are narrowing down our research topics however, and with the use of

the Right Question Technique, the students have come up with questions that we

will answer in the coming weeks. More to follow on that next week. (I will send

home an outline of what your child will be researching.)

Those are the highlights from this week. As you know, next week will be a short

week and we will have conferences. I look forward to meeting with you and sharing

what I have learned about your child this year so far.

Please be sure to send extra clothes with students as we continue to get them

outside each day. The weather is pretty fickle this time of year, so having a

sweatshirt in their bag would be a huge help. I realize that they are tough

Vermonters, but it is hard to stay outside when it is cool if they are not dressed

properly. (They can leave one at school if that is helpful.)

I hope you all have a nice weekend outdoors. Enjoy the foliage and beautiful

Vermont fresh air!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Seeking Spectacular Foliage Bovat



School Club News….

School Club reminders : The Bake Sale is this Saturday starting at 9am across

from the Wardsboro Country Store. Please drop baked goods off at the table and

come and show your support.

Our Fall bulb fundraiser will be here shortly. Please watch the Newsletter and

Wardsboro School Club Facebook page for updates and delivery date.

We are looking for some help!!  The students made some beautiful bird houses and

bat boxes last school year that we would like to get hung up! We are planning a

work day on Saturday October 16th in the afternoon. More info to come. Please let

us know if you can help!


