
Wardsboro Update

February 4th, 2022

News from the Principal’s Office…

Well… we almost made it through a five day week of school but Mother Nature had

other plans for us.  Let’s hope we are back on track next week.

Our first Winter Walk to School on Wednesday was a success.  A morning walk to

school is a great way for kids to start their day.  Walking outside lowers stress,

boosts creativity and increases focus once kids arrive at school.  Thanks for your

support in making this happen and a big thank you to Ms. Pancake and her class for

coordinating this event.  I think we scared the groundhog away and are now looking

at more winter weather ahead.

A reminder that Winter Sports day will take place again next Tuesday.  Dismissal is

at 11:30 for students who are being picked up.  If you have not yet paid the $11 for

our additional day, please send in a check made payable to The Wardsboro School

Club.

Mrs. Bills’ class has been busy planning and building their artful ice shanty.  Their

goal is to design a shanty that must withstand the wind, snow and ice in Vermont in

mid-February.  The group is also working with our art teacher, Ms.  Hughes to add

the artful touch.  The shanty will be on display at The Retreat Farm in Brattleboro

from February 19th-February 27th.

As part of the Wardsboro School’s Continuous Improvement Planning (CIP), we

appreciate your help collecting some information about our programs and climate.

Your responses are anonymous and we are not collecting emails.  Thank you for

taking the time to help us collect this information.  Please fill out one form for

each child in your family. Here is the survey link.

https://forms.gle/n9E4wMzaZ3QRQCcs7


The next RVUSD School Board Meeting will take place on Monday, February 8th at

6PM.  The Agenda is attached.

Stay safe out there everyone.

Tammy

CALENDAR:

● Tuesday, February 8th-Winter Sports Dismissal at 11:30am

● Tuesday, February 15th-Winter Sports Dismissal at 11:30am

● Thursday, February 17th-Four Winds in Grades 3-6

● Friday, February 18th-Four Winds in Grades PreK-2nd

● Monday, February 21st-Friday, February 24th Winter Break

ATTACHMENTS:

● Wardsboro Menu

● RVUSD School Board Meeting Agenda

In Preschool & Kindergarten…

It has just been a fabulous week in PreK-K! They say time flies when you are having

fun and this week was a perfect example of just that.

For Groundhog Day, we learned some fun facts about groundhogs.

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:01e2f37d-a058-3891-b105-93e5d59f075a
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:ac10d48c-e0ce-3561-82d8-d4bff8ba6aec


We also had fun predicting whether Punxsutawney Phil would see his shadow or not.

We certainly had some that were very excited about the idea of having 6 more

weeks of winter.

The kids loved our first Winter Walk to School Day. What a great way to start our

day and the kids did an absolute fabulous job walking.

Our themed afternoons have been a little different with Winter Sports. This week

we learned about the Winter Olympics and then created our own Olympic Games

using recycled materials. The kids could create any winter activity of their

choosing with the idea that Ms. Clark and Ms. Jenn (stuffed penguins) could

complete their game at the end.

The PreK letter of the week was Nn. We also snuck in Ll and Mm during those

couple shorter weeks.

Kindergarteners are continuing to build their skills with sounding out, blending and

reading three-sound short vowel words. It is fun to watch them practice those

skills during our Book Box time.

Have a great weekend!

Ms. Clark

Here we are hard at work on our PreK-K Olympic Games!



In Grades 1st & 2nd….

Hello Families,

We had a great week in first and second grade. We learned about Lunar New Year

this week. We have also been comparing and contrasting bear hibernation stories.

We read Time to Sleep by Denise Flemming, Don’t Wake up the Bear! by Marjorie

Dennis Murray and Bear Snores On by Karma Wilson. We discussed the characters,

setting and events in each story. Students will begin their own winter animal

stories next week.

In Math, first graders finished Module 2 and took the end of module assessment.

Second graders took their mid Module 4 assessment. They continue to learn

strategies for adding and subtracting within 200 in Module 4. Students played

math games during math menu time.

In Fundations, students in first grade worked on spelling words with blends.

Second graders worked on spelling words with open syllables. Over the past few

weeks students have been writing short opinion pieces. This week students wrote

about whether or not we should walk to school again and why. Students worked on

literacy skills during book group time and Fundations independent work time by

making choices from their literacy menu.

We had so much fun walking to school! We want to thank all of the parents who

joined us! We are Vermont tough! We also want to thank Ms. Finaldi for making the

hot cocoa and all the behind the scenes work she did to make this event happen!

Thank you, Ms. Finaldi!

Happy Lunar New Year! And Happy Snowstorm!

Ms. Pancake



In Grades 3rd & 4th….

Third and fourth graders have been working hard on their writing about how

animals survive cold winters. The hope is that everyone will finish a final draft to

get it published and included in a book to go with our Artful Ice Shanties.

We are all also working hard planning, building, and decorating our Artful Ice

Shanties. It will be delivered to the Retreat Farm in Brattleboro the weekend of

February 15th. Each student is making a picture of an animal that shows one of the

ways they survive cold winters. The pictures will be laminated and attached to the

ice shanty on the murals that they will be painting next week. They are also

building a paper mache model of our mascot, W.E.S., the panther to sit on top. By

the end of next week, we will hopefully have it ready to be assembled and put the

finishing touches on it.

In Math, third graders continue to practice multiplication and division facts,

learning about properties of multiplication to help solve larger problems and

beginning some work on order of operations and how to use parenthesis.  Fourth

graders are wrapping up the unit on multiplication and division of large numbers.

They have strategies to multiply and divide, and will learn standard algorithms (the



way we learned to multiply and divide) next year in fifth grade. They will be

starting the unit on fractions next week.

During Literacy, everyone is practicing taking notes and then using those notes to

write a short summary of what they have read. Groups are working on reading

fluently, understanding what they have read and then completing comprehension

tasks. They also get time to read independently daily and work on other skills

individually.

Enjoy your weekend! I hope by Saturday we will have a fresh layer of snow for the

kids to go out and play in.  Please spend some time reading and practicing math

facts with your children. They have some good games they can teach you to

practice their multiplication facts.

In Grades 5th & 6th….

Dear Families,

Now that it is February, I am feeling like the school year is starting to speed up!

Ok, well the year isn't speeding up, just the sense that there is still a lot of work

to do and the time to get it done seems to be as short as the days feel. (It's still



getting dark too early.) Please encourage your child to do their best to stay

focused and put their best efforts in at school each week. We got this!

This week we have been very busy in 5/6. We are finishing up book reports and

reading new books. We are wrapping up some major math concepts and learning new

ones. Our class met with the librarian this week and are taking some responsibility

to help keep the library organized in between her days in the school. Their new

jobs include; starting the library computer so that kids can check out books on

their own; checking in books; and re-shelving books. I think this is a great way for

our class to contribute to the school community and will allow others to find books

a little more easily. Thanks Fiona for teaching the kids some new jobs!

In addition to that, we are continuing to learn about activism and will be doing some

research and reports on activists, starting next week. We are also learning about

Electricity! Last week we had some fun with static electricity using balloons to

attract a variety of materials. Salt was the coolest! It was not only fun, but left us

with some questions..... Why couldn't we attract that ping pong ball? No matter

what we did - it would only be repelled. Hmmmmmm. Next week we will start with

some more hands-on activities to see if we can better understand this phenomenon

we call "electricity."

We had a great Walk to School on Wednesday. Thanks Ms. Pancake and class for

making this happen and for making cool signs that kept us safe along the trail to

school from the library. And to the parents.....it was so great to see you all! We

miss your smiling faces and appreciated your assistance and participation.

Stay warm and safe while you enjoy some more snow!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Samantha Snowstorm Bovat



Other News….

Looking for a fun and creative activity for the upcoming school breaks?  River

Gallery School of Art is offering Art camps for students ages 6 - 12, M - F from

9:00 am - Noon during school vacation weeks, February 21 -  25 and April 18 - 22.

Space is limited to 18 participants to reduce the risk of COVID transmission.  For

more information, please visit rivergalleryschool.org or head right to registration

at https://go.asapconnected.com/?org=5573#CourseGroupID=56539. Tuition

assistance is available.

http://rivergalleryschool.org/
https://go.asapconnected.com/?org=5573#CourseGroupID=56539

