
Wardsboro Update

April 29th, 2022

News from the Principal’s Office…

Hello Wardsboro Families,

Great news, the River Valley School Districts budget passed for the 2022-2023

school year.  Thank you to all of the families who came out to support our schools.

Gaga ball was all the rage at recess this week.  We came back from break with a

newly built Gaga ball pit.  Thank you to all of the parents who helped with this

project.  It is a big hit.

The last L’After session has begun and is off to a great start.  Baseball has also

started, please make sure that if your child’s after school plan is different to

communicate that to the school.

The 4th, 5th and 6th grade students had their final day of STARBASE this

Thursday.  A big thank you to Mrs. Bills and Mrs. Bovat for coordinating this

fantastic opportunity and to all of the parents who were able to volunteer their

time to help out with the driving.

We will miss our 5th and 6th graders next week, as they venture off to Camp

Keewaydin with Mrs. Bovat.  We will be thinking about them and hope for nice

weather.

The end of the year is quickly approaching.  Please check the calendar for dates

including the end of year field trip, graduation and last day of school.  We will also

be hosting a Fairy House walk on Thursday, May 26th at 5PM.  We hope you can

come and check it out.

With the end of the year, comes end of year assessments.  Please make sure your

child is getting plenty of sleep so they are fresh and ready for the demands of

testing.



The next RVUSD school board meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 2nd at The

Dover School at 6PM.  The agenda is linked to this week's newsletter.

CALENDAR:

● Monday, May 2nd-RVUSD School Board meeting at Dover School at 6pm

● Wednesday, May 4th-Early Dismissal at 11:55am

● Monday, May 16th-RVUSD School Board meeting at Wardsboro Elementary

School at 6pm

● Tuesday, May 17th-Teddy Bear Tea at 11:30am

● Thursday, May 26th-Fairy House walk at 5pm

● Friday, May 27th-Memorial Day Celebration

● Wednesday, June 1st-Move Up Day at Leland & Gray

● Friday, June 7th-Field Day

● Friday, June 10th-Field Trip to Merck Forest

● Tuesday, June 14th-Sixth Grade Graduation

● Wednesday, June 15th-last day of school-dismissal at 11:55am

ATTACHMENTS:

● RVUSD School Board Meeting Agenda

● Wardsboro Menu

● Dover School Spring Dance

● Preventing Ticks in the Yard

● Free Books for Kids

● Teddy Bear Tea flyer

● WES Yearbook Order Form

In Preschool & Kindergarten…

They say time flies when you’re having fun and that just seems to be the case in

PreK-K!

It was a great week! The kids came back from vacation ready to learn, they picked

up where we left off with routines and the kindness I see on a daily basis is out of

this world!

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:94abcfa2-730b-3a5f-8084-bde8da9e1b88
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:64cb748e-5691-3d0c-ace9-6d3e118e852c
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:2a20874a-acbf-3892-b2d0-5665ee54f33d
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:96290135-7009-36e9-9ae6-7422c737848d
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:3dea6057-4e7c-321c-8123-355e859db809
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:151c4d77-334c-3243-9976-26fbc00f9df1
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:3333c8e8-b2d7-3bfe-87ed-c72929c0f89c


We dissected owl pellets which was a great follow up activity to our last Four

Winds program about owls. We had a few that weren’t sure of the idea at first,

but everyone joined in the fun once we got started.

Our pumpkins are taking off. The planting experiments we did prior to break have

shocked us a little. The plants we put in the dark, have sprouted and look great. It

has been so fun observing the changes in all the plants daily.

In Math, we had a review week with many games and centers. This was a great way

to brush up on our math skills and number sense, but it was also a great way to

practice taking turns and working with others.

Pre-K letter of the week was Vv.

Kindergarteners started a new unit in Fundations. This unit teaches about digraphs

which are 2 letters that make one sound. These include wh, ch, sh, th and ck. We

practiced tapping words out and writing words that have digraphs in them.

We will be hosting Teddy Bear Tea on Tuesday, May 17th at 11:30am. Typically this

is an event for children 5 and under, but I am excited to share that

Kindergarteners will be joining in with the fun this year as this was an event that

was canceled last year due to Covid. I look forward to sharing a snack and story

with everyone!

We spend a lot of time outside, please be sure to check your kids for ticks daily.

Reminder-  Wednesday, 5/4 is a half day of school for students. Dismissal will be

at 11:55 with lunch being served prior to dismissal.

Have a great weekend!

Ms. Clark

In Grades 1st & 2nd….

Dear Parents,

We have really enjoyed gaga ball this week! We loved playing with the bigger kids!

We have learned that if you get out early in the game you can always go play



something else on the playground and listen for the countdown to join when the

next game starts!

We have learned a lot about sound. Now we are designing and building instruments

to show what we have learned about vibrations. We have really enjoyed planning

and creating our instruments this week. We are excited that we could introduce

our inventions to the world, then lots of people could enjoy them and we could

become famous. We read The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires. The main

character tried to make her design but she didn’t get it the first time. We learned

that working hard and persevering is important. We learned not to quit, but to try

more ideas and you might figure it out. Never give up!

In Math, first graders are adding numbers up to 100 when there are more than ten

ones in the ones place! Second graders are learning all about multiplication by

making arrays and writing repeated addition sentences to go with the arrays. Both

groups have learned a few new math games to play during math menu time.

In Fundations, first graders completed Unit 12 spelling multisyllabic words and

words with -ic at the end like public. Second graders are learning to spell words

with long o vowel teams oa, ow, and oe. Students are reading new books in book

groups.

Thanks to Ms. Finaldi for finding us a few more expo markers in the closet this

week! We may need a few more expo markers for our classroom to get us through

to the end of the year. We use them for Fundations and Math every day. If you

have any that have even a tiny bit of life left in them we would take them!

Please make sure to do a tick check every single day!

Thanks,

Ms. Pancake and the first and second graders



In Grades 3rd & 4th….

The class has continued to learn about fractions. Third graders have begun to use

models and number lines to find equivalent fractions. Fourth graders are finding

equivalent fractions to compare, add, and subtract fractions and mixed numbers.

In Literacy, we have learned about the author's purpose in writing. We have read

several of Rudyard Kipling's Just So Stories and now they are planning their own

fictional story, to explain how an animal got its unique features to entertain

readers.  We will be working on this piece for a while, making many different

revisions to include different elements including strong beginnings, descriptive

language, and dialogue.

Fourth, fifth and sixth graders all attended their last Starbase on Thursday.

They wrapped up the program with learning about chemical and physical changes

and did an experiment to learn about endothermic and exothermic reactions. Then

they learned  about fingerprints and got to look at their own prints.  Finally, they

learned about Cartography, explored many different types of maps, then did some

investigating using different Vermont maps.

The third graders had another busy day with Ms. Hughes and worked on a bridge

building challenge.

Enjoy the weekend with your children,

Mrs. Bills

In Grades 5th & 6th….

Whether or not the weather matches the season, we are definitely in Spring.

How do I know? I know because I am running around like a chicken with my head

off and when I look around- it seems I am definitely not alone! Hence, the reason I

am sending along this newsletter at the last minute to our fearless Administrative

Professional - Jen.



Shout out to Jennifer Finaldi- Happy Administrative Assistant Day! You are

amazing and we appreciate your big heart and hard work!!!!!!!

This week included some exciting stuff for the 5/6 Class:

● Last day of Starbase- thanks Mrs. Bills for including 5/6 this year. It was

an amazing experience. Not only did the kids learn a lot, but so did I. It

was fun for sure. Thanks to Janine Plimpton, Lisa Ballantine, Tricia

Stevens, and Kelly Murphy for driving. We could not have done it without

you.

● The school budget passed- always a relief for the employees.We finally

finished all parts of our activism studies. (I will share video

● links for parents to see them reading their awesome reports.) I could not

be more proud of these students. They really took this project seriously

and learned a lot about how individuals young and old can make a

difference in the world through action.

● I handed out our Harmonicas....yes, you heard me- harmonicas. We are

reading the book Echo by Pam Munez and it is about a special harmonica.

What better way to engage with the book than to have harmonicas of our

own. I have a few songs that we will try to learn. I have threatened that

they may have to play one at graduation...they did NOT like that idea, but

we will see.

Next week the school will be a little more quiet since we will be at Keewaydin. We

are all excited to be able to take advantage of this program after a two year

hiatus. Stay tuned for stories from Lake Dunmore upon our return!

Have a great weekend.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Bunking with Kids Bovat


