
Wardsboro Update

November 19th, 2021

While we enjoyed an extended fall, it seems that winter has arrived.  It’s time to

dig out that winter gear and make sure that students are prepared for any type of

weather that mother nature may have in store for us.

#VTPlowDay.  On Wednesday, we had a visit from the Agency of Transportation.

The plow we named, “Storm Trooper” arrived in fashion and we were able to snap a

few shots.  The kids enjoyed the visit and even got some free stickers.

We had our second Four Winds class of the year.  This month's focus was

Predators and Prey.  As usual students enjoyed learning more about this topic

through the puppet show and hands-on activities.  We are very fortunate to have

to have this program at our school.  Attached to the newsletter is Nature’s News

to find out more.

The paperwork for Winter Sports was sent home today.  There is a quick turn

around for the paperwork, as it is due on December 1st.  Lisa Ballantine is the

contact.  However, please call us if you have any questions.  At this time, the

lessons are only being offered to students 7 & up.  We are hopeful that a group of

parents will be able to do something at the mountain for our younger students.

Our L’After Program will be offered two days a week, starting on November 30th.

Information about how to sign up was sent home electronically over the weekend.

In addition, the Wardsboro Public library is offering activities on Thursday

afternoons.  Information about how to sign up for this program was sent home in

folders today.

You should have all received information that was sent home earlier this week

about the Test To Stay Program in the event of a COVID exposure.  If you would



like your child to participate, please fill out the consent form that was linked in the

letter.  A copy of the letter is attached.

Please read to the end of the newsletter to find out what is happening in Spanish

class.  Maestra Julia has so much exciting news to share with you.

The School Club has been busy planning many new events.  A link with updates is

attached.  Please read to learn more.

Finally, there is no school next week.  Have a safe and Happy Thanksgiving.  We are

all so grateful for the wonderful school community that we have here at

Wardsboro.  We will see you on November 29th.

Tammy

CALENDAR:

● Monday, November 22nd-Friday, November 26th-NO SCHOOL-Thanksgiving

Break

● Wednesday, December 8th-Early Dismissal at 11:55am

● Thursday, December 23rd-Early Dismissal at 11:55am

● Monday, December 27th-Friday, January 31st-NO SCHOOL-December

Break



ATTACHMENTS:

● Winter Sports Program information

● Wardsboro Menu

● Nature's News

● Test to Stay Program

● Wardsboro School Club Events

● Wardsboro Public Library

In Preschool & Kindergarten…

This was a great week to think about all we are thankful for. I know that I am

thankful to be at WES with such an amazing crew of children and adults!

For Maker Monday, we got creative making a turkey using all sorts of different art

supplies.

For Tinker Tuesday, we read the book A Turkey for Thanksgiving and then built a

turkey hideout using materials from our STEAM bins.

For Wonder Wednesday, we took a break from Thanksgiving and turkeys to go back

to pumpkins. We read How Many Seeds In A Pumpkin? and then did a little pumpkin

investigating. We cut open a pumpkin to talk about all the parts and then counted

the seeds in the pumpkin.

For Theme Thursday, we did a writing project about what we are thankful for.

We wrapped up the week with Forest Friday.

We had Four Winds this week. We learned about predators and prey. A big thank

you to everyone that makes this program such a success at WES.

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:fae6717c-4d32-405b-86b6-cb688ff0e3a3
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:a254e5f2-7864-43a2-8ca1-6f7f5ea761cd
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:15d9a0cb-00c5-46bb-b4ed-b3291bf9a48b
https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:82172258-375b-4681-9d77-77af359ab6c5


Pre-K’s letter of the week was Ff.

Kindergarteners have been working hard in Fundations. We have learned  about 20

letters and there is much excitement to learn about the last 6. This week we added

Hh, Kk and Ll.

In Math, both groups are learning about shapes. We are noticing there are so many

shapes all around us everywhere! We had a great time making shaped turkeys as a

connection to Thanksgiving.

With winter-like weather upon us, please send in winter gear (snow pants, boots,

jacket, hat  and gloves) daily. Please also make sure all gear is labeled. This week I

also sent home the extra clothes I had at school. Please be sure to send back a set

of season appropriate clothing to keep here at school.

Have a safe, healthy, and enjoyous holiday!

Ms. Clark

In Grades 1st & 2nd….

Hello Families,

This week we read Gracias Thanks by Pat Mora. Students wrote what they are

thankful for and why. We are thankful for so many people and things in our lives.

We also read some Scholastic News articles and new books in book groups. One

book group read about satellites and learned how to take notes and write a

paragraph! All students continued to work on literacy choices on their literacy

menu. Both groups finished their Fundations unit and took their unit test.

In Math, students really like playing the new game Place Value Safari during the

math menu! First graders are learning how to read and solve subtraction word



problems. Second graders are learning place value and how to write three digit

numbers in word, standard, expanded and unit form. For example: two hundred

thirty-four, 234, 200+30+4 and 2 hundreds, 3 tens, 4 ones.

Students are observing the moon every night and writing in their moon journals.

They noticed that the moon was full this past week! Please continue to observe and

write in moon journals every day over break!

My students are THANKFUL for ….

Boden: My friends for playing!

James: My friends and family!

Noah: My ducks and my friends at school!

Patrick: My dentist for helping my teeth.

Amelia: Mrs. Bates because she works with me and helps me!

Brek: Ms. Pancake for teaching us math because it is so fun and cool.  It is the

best!

Lilly: Noah for being kind!

Nolan: My friends and playing with Nerf toys together!

Jace: Brek because he pushes me on the tire swing and it is fun!

Daniel: I am thankful for the school.

Have a wonderful break,

Ms. Pancake

In Grades 3rd & 4th….

Happy Thanksgiving to everyone!  I'm thankful for having the opportunity to work

with all of your wonderful children! I hope you all can enjoy some time together

over the break.



In Math both grades have started the second module or unit. Fourth graders will

spend just a few weeks working on measurement, converting between units and

problem solving. Third graders are also working on measurement (including time,

weight, distance and volume)and problem solving as well as place value and will be

spending several weeks on this.  They will be learning about rounding and adding and

subtracting multi digit numbers using standard algorithms.

In Writing we have spent a lot of time working on writing strong sentences, using

predicate expanders and looking at how we can rearrange sentences to share the

same ideas in a different way, to keep our pieces of writing more interesting. We

also wrote a piece about what they were thankful for on Friday.

In Literacy every group has been reading new books.  Some groups have been

working on summarizing the story, others have had to be a detective to use details

to infer information about a character. Everyone has been reading and writing

about their reading.

We had a fun week with Four Winds on Thursday and a special guest science

presenter on Friday afternoon.

Please have your child continue to read and practice math facts each day over

vacation. Every child has a folder full of games to play with to practice facts.  We

have learned several of them so your child can teach you, or if you would like to

work with them on other games, look at the directions, there are many more you

are welcome to try.

I hope you have a safe and healthy Thanksgiving Break!!

Mrs. Bills

In Grades 5th & 6th….

Well folks.....we made it to Thanksgiving! Thank you all for working together to

keep the kids healthy and safe. That being said- have a wonderful break. Be sure to

rest up and enjoy.



In class, we have enjoyed a few fun activities this week. In STEAM, we made paper

airplanes and flew them in the multi-purpose room. That was fun! We also did a

reader's theater whodunnit..."Who Stole the Turkey?" You will have to ask your

child who would do such a thing. Each student had 2-3 characters to play. They

came up with their own unique personalities and voices. Some enjoyed that part

more than others, but overall, they had fun with this activity. Now I have to find

one for the next holiday.

After break, we will start working on our energy unit in science, weaving in the

collection data from our newly installed window dressers. We are working with

VEEP ( the Vermont Energy Education Program) to implement Home Heat Transfer

lessons in addition to learning about other sources/types of energy. I think the

kids are going to like the many hands-on activities that are included in the plans.

Stay tuned for more.

In addition, we will be starting our annual community project of making baby hats

for the Brattleboro Memorial Hospital Birthing Center. If anyone would like to

donate yarn, I am looking for some medium weight yarn to use for the hats. I don't

need an abundance, but I do need to restock. So, if you have some left over, please

send it in with your child to school. I greatly appreciate it and so do the babies!

Please do not buy new yarn.

I hope you all have a wonderful week off!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Butterball Turkey Bovat

In Spanish Class…..

En Las Clases de Español: Noticias de Maestra Julia

The PreK-K students are acquiring Spanish through listening, watching and

repetition. We sing, move, dance and play guessing games like Qué hay en mi

bolso? (What’s in my bag?) We have been working on greetings, Hola amigos. Adios

amigos. Hasta luego. (Hello friends. Goodbye friends. See you later), using our

bodies to move: Manos arriba, abajo, al lado, al lado. Ojos abiertos, ojos



cerrados, corre rápido, corre despacio, corre en un círculo (Hands up, down, to
the side, to the side. Eyes open, eyes closed, run fast, run slow, run in a circle… We
sing our numbers uno dos tres, cuatro cinco, seis, siete, ocho, nueve, diez.

They’ve learned about grande y pequeño (big and small), and los colores. They love

to echo and answer questions. “Dónde está _____?”(Where is____?) “Aquí!”

(Here!) and “Cómo estás?” (How are you?)“Bien”, “Super bien” o “Asi asi” (well,
super well, or so-so). We have finally figured out that the Library is the best place

to meet. After weeks of watching videos on a laptop screen, we now have a big

screen to watch Basho “Baila con tu cuerpo” (dance with your body), learn and sing

about Los Colores, and even watch some Halloween videos. It’s a pleasure to work

with your joyful young ones. I think everyone is having fun with Spanish.

The 1/2 students are also acquiring Spanish through listening, watching and

repetition. We also sing and move and play guessing games. What I’ve written above

for the PreK-K applies to the 1/2. In addition, I’m incorporating science into our

classes to reinforce what they’re working on with Ms. Pancake. We’ve talked, sung

and acted out the life cycle of plants and the dispersal of semillas (seeds). I've

been reading a bilingual book to them, Paco y la Planta de Chile Gigante and we

watched part of a Mystery Science video without the sound and talked about what

we saw, in Spanish of course! We talked about the weather. Qué tiempo hace hoy?

Hace sol? Esta nublado? Hace frío?, Hace calor?, Hace fresco? Hace

viento?(What is the weather like today? Is it sunny, cloudy, cold, hot, cool, windy?)
It was fun to meet outside with the adventurous 1/2 when the weather was

warmer. They are a joy to work with!

The 3/4 students are acquiring Spanish through listening, watching and repetition

as well, but also through literacy skills. We start each class with a greeting song,

Buenos días, Buenos días, Cómo estás?, Cómo estás?, Manos arriba, Manos

arriba, Manos de paz, Manos de paz. Hola, hola, hola amigo. Hoy será un día

bonito. Hola, hola, hola amigo. Hoy será un día bonito, Oye! (I wonder if your
child can translate?) We talk about the weather and have read and talked about los

cuatro estaciones-la primavera, el verano, el otoño y el invierno. (We’ll try for
another student translation) We learned some names of las frutas and made a



graph of las favoritas. We’ve been working on los numeros 1- 20 and even tried

doing some matemáticas in Spanish by playing an interactive tic-tac-toe game. We

started our first cuento (story) about un chico que quiere una nueva mascota. (a
boy that wants a new pet). Students acted out the story as I told it using

comprehensible vocabulary, some translation, actions and repetition. The next step

is to read the story together, and then illustrate it. We were interrupted by

Halloween and learning los colores. But, I promised the class we would get back to

our story next week. We’ll also be playing a game using vocabulary cards. I love the

enthusiasm of the 3/4 class and am looking forward to challenging them with more

storytelling, and other comprehensible input activities such as picture and movie

talk and listening to songs. Definitely a joy to spend time with the enthusiastic 3/4

.

I get to start my day with the 5/6 students. We also begin class with singing,

greetings and the weather, but with more vocabulary. I have dived right into

listening and speaking in Spanish with them. Lots of repetition, posters, music,

stories. We’ve already worked on two stories. Students act out the story as I tell

it using comprehensible vocabulary, structures we’ve been working on (see below),

some written translations, actions and lots of repetition. The next step is to read

the story together, and then illustrate it. Our first story was El Cuento de las

Frutas in which we learn that Kraig no le gustan las frutas, pero le gustan las

manzanas. (Let’s try for student translation.) Our second story is Un Dia en la

Playa. Tres amigos, Alex, Max y Bob Ross están en la playa y se encuentran

con (they meet) un tiburón. We’re still working on those illustrations and need to

do another reading. We had our first movie talk with a clip from the movie ‘Coco’,

“Dante’s Lunch.” It was a chance to practice some vocabulary from Halloween and

El Dia de los Muertos, as well as practice some of the structures and vocabulary

we have been using. I appreciate their effort and willingness to try new things

first thing in the morning! They’ll even dance with me, which is good, because I

have more songs to introduce to them as the year progresses. I am totally enjoying

working with the expressive and hard working 5/6 class!

Me gusta(n) I like
Te gusta(n) You like



Le gusta(n) He, She, It likes
Nos gusta(n) We like
Les gusta(n) They like

Vamos a comer, nadar, jugar, bailar... Let 's eat, swim, play, dance…
Estoy feliz, cansado/a, triste, asi-asi..happy, tired, sad, so-so…

Todo el mundo está feliz. Everyone is happy
Ellos están en la playa, la escuela, el supermercado… They are at the beach,
school, supermarket…
¿Dónde está _____? Where is_____?
¿Cómo se dice en inglés _______? How do you say ____ in English?

We also talk about los cognados (cognates)-words that are similar in Spanish and

English. excelente, increíble, favorito, inteligente, fascinante, fantástico,

interesante, importante, un secreto…

School Club News...

Show your school spirit with Wardsboro gear for the whole family!

When you support the Wardsboro School Club you help bring programs to the

school, send the kids on field trips, provide necessary equipment for the kids at

school and much more! We appreciate your support and look forward to seeing you

in your Wardsboro gear!!

To order click the link below:

https://www.customink.com/fundraising/wardsboro-school-club-school-spirit-sale-

7410?utm_campaign=mobile-campaign-page-share&utm_content=wardsboro-school-

club-school-spirit-sale-7410&utm_medium=messaging&utm_source=email

https://www.customink.com/fundraising/wardsboro-school-club-school-spirit-sale-7410?utm_campaign=mobile-campaign-page-share&utm_content=wardsboro-school-club-school-spirit-sale-7410&utm_medium=messaging&utm_source=email
https://www.customink.com/fundraising/wardsboro-school-club-school-spirit-sale-7410?utm_campaign=mobile-campaign-page-share&utm_content=wardsboro-school-club-school-spirit-sale-7410&utm_medium=messaging&utm_source=email
https://www.customink.com/fundraising/wardsboro-school-club-school-spirit-sale-7410?utm_campaign=mobile-campaign-page-share&utm_content=wardsboro-school-club-school-spirit-sale-7410&utm_medium=messaging&utm_source=email

