
Wardsboro Update

December 17th, 2021

News from the Principal’s Office…

It was a quiet week here at school. The highlight for me was watching students

learn the salsa dance with Maestra Julia during recess time.

Due to low attendance we decided to postpone the programming that we had

scheduled for The Grafton Nature Museum.  We hope to reschedule for sometime

in January.

With next week being close to the holidays, The School Club has planned a craft to

do with each class.  We will look forward to that next Wednesday.

Art teacher Ms. Hughes coordinated a school wide STEAM project this week.  We

are building a Gingerbread Community.  Students brainstormed buildings they would

like to have in their community.  They each picked one to design and build with

cardboard.  So far our community has a Ford dealership, a grocery, a school, a fire

station, many homes and even an aquarium.  Sounds like a pretty great place to be.

Next week we will focus on adding streets, roads and decorations.  We will be sure

to share pictures when the project is complete.

Thanks to the generosity of the Stratton Foundation, all of our students will be

given a new book each month to bring home to build their own personal library,

during the months of December-May.  The goal of the program is to inspire reading

during the holidays and school breaks.

Jenn Finaldi will be out next week recovering from knee surgery.  We will miss her

and wish her well.   Laura Smith will be covering the office for her.  Please call the

school if there will be any changes to your child’s daily schedule.



There will be an RVUSD board meeting on Monday December 20th at 6:00 pm.  The

agenda is attached.

This will be the last newsletter of this year.  A reminder that next Thursday 12/23

will be an early dismissal day.

I hope you have a fantastic weekend and the happiest of holidays.  Here’s to a

happy, healthy new year.

Tammy

CALENDAR:

● Monday, December 20th-RVUSD School Board Meeting at 6pm

● Thursday, December 23rd-Early Dismissal at 11:55am

● Monday, December 27th-Friday, January 31st-NO SCHOOL-December

Break

ATTACHMENTS:

● Wardsboro Menu

● RVUSD Agenda

In Preschool & Kindergarten…

This weather has been amazing! It made it so we could explore the woods and

gather some materials for our holiday gifts. The elves have been busy here getting

their craft on! You’ll have to be patient and wait to see all their wonderful

creations!

In math, Kindergarteners continue their unit of comparison based on measurable

attributes. We focused on height and length. The math vocabulary words are

“taller than”, “shorter than”, “longer than”, and “shorter than”. The PK continued to

practice positional words. Maestra Julie made a great connection and taught the

class a song in Spanish with the math vocabulary words we have been learning.

PK’s letter of the week was Ii.

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:dab08fd8-1634-4039-8ebf-b1c8beb1086f
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13DyU7sMBQajMhtiRIby6Xn3Sn90Xp347/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101284415849345423865&rtpof=true&sd=true


It was a big week for Kindergarteners! We have successfully learned about all 26

letters of the alphabet! It has been so fun to watch their excitement each week as

we learn about each letter. I sure am proud of all the hard work they have put in

during this unit.

A big thank you to Stratton Foundation for a new book for each student!

Since this is our last newsletter before the holiday- I am wishing everyone a very

happy, safe holiday season!

Ms. Clark

In Grades 1st & 2nd….

We had a great week in first and second grade! We hiked the trail almost every

day after lunch. During recess, students donned safety goggles and mined for ice

on the blacktop. They mined a good ice puck for playing stick hockey and it sure

was an exciting game! We began learning about the sun during read aloud time in

our hammocks. We will return to our class research project about the moon next

week.

Math Dragon, disguised as the crocodile/alligator, and Macaroni Math the penguin

visited our class on Wednesday. Ask the third graders, they know all about the

crocodile/alligator Math Dragon eating the greater number from remote learning

Ms. Pancake math videos when they were in first grade! Second graders compared

numbers using the greater than, less than and equal to signs this week. They also

continued to model numbers up to 1,000 using place value chips. First graders

learned the take one to make ten strategy when one addend is nine. All students

played new math games from their new math menu this week.

In Fundations, some students took their unit tests and are moving on to the next

unit. First graders are moving on to glued sounds ang, ing, ong and ung. Second

graders are moving on to vowel-consonant-e syllables.



We all read a really great article about goat firefighters. Yes, goats can help fight

fires! Ask a first or second grader how! Ms. Nanette has been reading a ton of

winter books during lunch in preparation for the first day of winter next week.

Also, during Mystery Doug snack we learned where bugs go in winter.

On Wednesday we tested the garden soil throughout the day and finally after

lunch it was thawed enough to plant our Mother’s Day tulip bulbs! We hope they will

make it since we planted them so late and they were already starting to sprout. We

are hopeful!

Have a safe and quiet weekend.

Ms. Pancake

In Grades 3rd & 4th….

This week we have been busy making inferences!   Students have been practicing

using text clues and their schema (background knowledge and experiences) make

inferences from the text. They have learned that inferences are things that are

not actually stated in the text.  We read the book Two Bad Ants by Chris Van

Allsburg.  We also have been looking at the picture of the week on the New York

Times that is shared without a caption or a title to try to use the picture clues and

our understanding to try to figure out what is happening in the picture. After



students have had a chance to think about the picture they will repost the picture

with the actual caption and title.   If the opportunity arises to ask inferential

questions about the text or a movie while you are with your child, take a moment to

ask and have a discussion about what made them think that way.  I've sent home a

list of questions to ask your child about reading to help you start a discussion

about the text.

Math facts are still a challenge for many students! Everyone should be fluent in

basic addition and subtraction facts. Fourth graders should have all multiplication

and division facts.  Third graders should also know the multiplication and division

facts for 1,2,3,4,5,and 10. Fluent means they should be able to write the answer

within 5 seconds or orally answer within 3 seconds.    Please continue to help your

child practice for a few minutes each night.

Fourth graders are beginning to learn to multiply multi digit numbers using many

different strategies.  Third graders just finished up working on rounding to the

nearest ten and the hundred using a vertical number line. They are beginning to

learn to use the standard algorithm for addition when solving problems with

regrouping.

Almost everyone finished up their Thanksgiving writing prompt. It should have

come home in your child's homework folder this week. If you didn't receive it

please let me know and we will get you another copy.

Finally, in science we did an experiment to find how animals and people can use less

energy to stay warm.   They designed a "burrow" that looks like a mitten to test

out their ideas.  Ask your child what they discovered.

Enjoy your weekend! Please stay healthy and remember to wear a mask when you

are around others!

Mrs.Bills



In Grades 5th & 6th….

Well Folks, we are just a week away from the holidays. Although these weeks can

seem a bit chaotic, you should know that our classroom has remained calm and on

course! I know that may seem a bit unbelievable, but it is absolutely the truth.

We are continuing to learn about heat transfer and conduction. We have done two

experiments that show how heat moves...one by putting three different rods/pipes

into hot water, and one using water and food coloring. Heat is a very strange

thing....like air- you can't always see it. However, we can measure it's presence with

the IR thermometers. What a great science tool! On another note- we are

continuing our data collection on the window dressers.

Math is also moving right along. The fifth graders are continuing their

understanding of how to multiply multi-digit whole numbers and multiples of 10

using place value patterns and the distributive and associative properties. It is

amazing how the distributive property works just like the standard algorithm and

no memorization is necessary to follow the "steps." The 6th graders continue with

Ratios and we are doing some recipe activities to demonstrate and apply all of their

previous learning.

Reader's theater has been a great hit with our class: "Who Stole Santa's List?"

Each student had at least three roles to play/read and they really hammed it up

with their character voices. I am afraid that I may have to do a mini play with

them this year at some point. If anyone has any great ideas for me....please share.

They have also been reading their Guided Reading Books. The 6th graders finished

A Long Walk to Water and boy did that book touch them emotionally. Please ask

them about what they learned about perseverance.

It looks like this weekend may bring us some of the white stuff and I sure hope it

happens, because sledding on grass just isn't as much fun as it is on snow.

Respectfully,

Mrs. Bring on the Snowflakes Bovat


